


Financial and Retirement
Planning Education Seminar

By Tony Pierce — Member Services Education Manager
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You may have heard or read the term “financial planning” and wondered what it
actually means. You might have pondered the idea of starting a financial plan but
you are not sure where to start. Or you might feel it's time to seek financial advice
from a professional, and you are not sure what to ask for.

Financial planning is the process of meeting your life goals through the proper
management of your finances. The financial planning process consists of six steps
that can help you take a look at where you are now, what you may need in the
future, and what you must do to reach your goals.

To learn more about financial planning, register to attend one of our
free seminars:

Active Members in DROP — September 9, 2009
All Active Members — October 10, 2009

Presenters include HFRRF Staff, Social Security Administration, City of Houston
Health Benefits, Deferred Compensation and an estate planning attorney.
Reservations must be made in advance. For more details, or to register, call
281-372-5100 or 800-666-9737, or send an e-mail to memberservices@hfrrf.org
Please provide your name, your spouse’s name (if attending), your phone number
and which seminar you plan to attend.

Regardless of the stage of your career, the key to successful retirement
is planning!

Board of Trustee
Election Schedule

Schedule/Dates for 2009

Through August 17, 2009, the
Fund is requesting nominations for
Position | and Position X.

Position | (One) must be selected
from active members among the
ranks of Engineer/Operator or
Firefighter. Position X (Ten) — the
retired firefighter position estab-
lished under Article 6243e.2(1),
Section 2(b)(4) — must be selected
from those retired members with at
least 20 years of participation in
the Fund.

Candidates elected to Position
Number One (I) and Position
Number Ten (X) will serve three-
year terms beginning January 1,
2010. The dates of importance for
this election can be found in the
table below:

ELECTION RUN-OFF
DATES DATES

711 -8/17
Nominations
accepted

9/17
Printer mails
ballots first class

10/15
Ballots due
to auditor

10/16

Auditor counts
ballots and
announces winner

Election results will be posted in
the “What's New” section of the
Fund Web site at www.hfrrf.org and
published in the next issue of the
Smoke Reader and Red Line. If
no nominations are submitted for
either position, the incumbents will
remain in their respective role on
the Board.




How to Calculate the DROP and
PROP Earnings Rate

In order to calculate the earnings to be applied to the DROP and PROP accounts as
of September 1 of each year, the Fund’s annual return for the previous five fiscal
years is averaged. The minimum annual rate would be 5 percent, and the maximum
would be 10 percent. The earnings to be credited to the DROP and PROP accounts
as of September 1, 2009, will be calculated by adding together the Fund’s annual
return for 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009, then dividing by five. The annual
return for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009 is -19.99% . The returns for the
previous years are as follows:

YEAR PERCENT For example, if the Fund’s

annual return for 2009 is

2005 19.12% -19.99%, the annual earnings to
2006 14.48% be applied to the DROP and
2007 17.00% PROP as of September 1,

2008 3.97% 2009, would be 6.94%.

GREER & LOWDERMILK

CONFERENCE CENTER new rates errecTive JuLy 1, 2009

In early 2001, the Houston Firefighters’ Relief and
Retirement Fund officially opened its doors to the
Conference Center with the intent to utilize the
center for Fund events. When not in use by HFRRF,
Members and the general public may rent the facility
for private functions.

Effective with contracts signed after June 30, 2009,
Members and nonmembers will see a slight rate
increase. The chart below illustrates the new Member

Greer & Lowdermilk Conference Center — rental rates (fees include setup and teardown of
NEW RATES EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2009

tables, chairs and dance floor).

SECTION SUN - FRI SUN - FRI SATURDAY SUNDAY
Day Rental Evening Rental Day/Evening Rental Day/Evening Rental

A 1,320 sq ft $250 N/A N/A N/A
B 1,320 sq ft $250 N/A N/A N/A
C 3,390 sq ft $525 N/A N/A N/A
ABC 6,030 sq ft $1,000 $1,000 $1,275 $1,000

These special Member rates are available for Houston Firefighters when renting for
themselves or an immediate family member (spouse, children, parents, siblings,
grandparents, grandchildren, aunt/uncle or niece/nephew). The entire Conference Center
(Section ABC) must be rented for all evening and weekend events. Section C is no longer
available for rental as noted (N/A) in the above chart.

We invite you to visit our Web site, www.hfrrf.org, or contact Deborah Hernandez
at 281-372-5124 or by e-mail at Deborah@hfrrf.org for more information about the
conference center or to schedule an appointment. Please note: The facility is shown by
appointment only.
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Office Closings

Sept 4 Office closed at Noon
Sept 7 Labor Day

Oct 9 Office closed at Noon
Oct 12 Columbus Day

Nov 11 Veterans Day

Nov25 Office closed at Noon
Nov26 Thanksgiving Day
Nov27 Day after Thanksgiving

Other Dates to Know

The Retirement Matters Seminars
for actives will be as follows:

Sept 9 Active DROP members
Oct 10 All active members




