








HFRRF 2009 Retiree BBQ

For the past 17 years, retired Houston firefighters have been gathering for the
Annual Retiree BBQ. At this year’s event, retirees were able to mix and mingle
with other retirees and were served up a heaping helping of BBQ_with all

the trimmings! Also at this year’s event, Congressman Kevin Brady sent a

United States flag, which at one point had flown over our nation’s capital, to
commemorate our 17th year of hosting this event. The special commemorative
flag was given away to one lucky winner.

Everyone who attended received their very own set of dominoes and a chance
to win one of the more than 30 door prizes. Joining the HFRRF Board of
Trustees and Staff members and adding to this festive atmosphere were
representatives from the Houston Firefighters Credit Union, the City of
Houston Benefits Department, Dennis W. Holder Scholarship Fund, the
Social Security Administration and the Command Staff of the Houston Fire
Department. A special “thank you” is extended to HFD Chaplain Garry
Blackmon, Council Members Mike Sullivan, Edward Gonzales and Ronald
Green, and to Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, who sent a representative
in her stead. Donations of canned goods went to the Northwest Assistance
Ministries and will be given to needy families. This event ended with our
Chairman, Kevin Brolan, celebrating our oldest, longest and farthest traveled
retirees in attendance with a $25.00 gift card each.
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Retiree guest with Trustee Ted Downing HFRREF retirees who attended the 2009 event

OTHER NEWS

The Cancer Firefighter
Support Network

Fire Department members and their immediate families are sometimes faced
with the challenging and often terrifying diagnosis of cancer.

We have a network of Fire Department personnel who are cancer survivors and
caregivers and are willing to share their personal experiences. Together we can
provide comfort, strength and hope to those diagnosed with cancer.

For immediate assistance, call toll-free: 866-994-FCSN.

For further information on the Firefighter Cancer Support Network, visit us
on the Web at:

www.FirefighterCancerSupport.org

Board of Trustee

Election Schedule
Schedule/Dates for 2009

Through August 17, 2009,
the Fund is requesting
nominations for Position | and
Position X.

Position | (One) must be
selected lifelag active
members among the ranks
of Engineer/Operator  or
Firefighter. Position X (Ten) —
the retired firefighter position
established under Article
6243e.2(1), Section 2(b)(4) —
must be selected from those
retired members with at least
20 years of participation in
the Fund.

Candidates  elected 1o
Position Number One (l)
and Position Number Ten (X)
will serve three-year terms
beginningJanuary 1,2010.The
dates of importance for this
election can be found in the

table below:

Election Schedule

ELECTION RUN-OFF
DATES DATES

71 -8/17
Nominations
accepted

917
Printer mails
ballots first class

10/15
Ballots due
to auditor

10/16

Auditor counts
ballots and
announces winner

Election results will be
posted in the “What's New"
section of the Fund Web
site  af www.hfrrf.org and
published in the next issue of
the Smoke Reader and Red
Line. If no nominations are
submitted for either position,
the incumbents will remain
in their respective role on
the Board.




2009 Key Dates CaALeNDAR

HFRRF EMPLOYEES CELEBRATE 10 YEARS WITH THE FUND
AUGUST
Lyn Goldwater

10 years S M

Glenna Hicks
10 years

“It has been an
honor and a

“The last 10 years
have been very 3
privilege to serve rewarding. | am 10
Houston's active proud to be a part 17
and retired firefighters and their families  of this pension fund, with a great team
over the past 10 years. My experiences  whose main goal is to serve the best 24
at the Fund have been occasionally inferest of its membership."” 31
challenging, often educational, but
always rewarding.”

SEPTEMBER
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Dennis W. Holder _ : .An!dl USfO‘ 13 14 15 16
Scholarship Fund Gala | - irefighte 20 21 22 23
“Go All In For Education” Casino Night, e Memori 27 28 29 30
Saturday, October 3, 2009 eremony
Greer & Lowdermilk Conference Center ‘ .
«h % ocroseR
7:00 PM - 12:00 AM — For more .
information or to reserve your seat, HFD Memorial Ceremony — S M T
call the DWHSF at 281-385-8525. Mark your calendar!
. HFD Memorial Ceremony will take
Firefest 2009 place on Saturday, March 20, 2010,
Saturday, October 10, 2009 beginning at 10:00 am.
} . Location:
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
8030 Braniff St. 4225 Interwood N. Parkway

Houston, Texas 77061 Housfon, Texas 77032

Office Closings
Pension Disbursement Schedule

Sept4  Office closed af Noon

Monthly Pension Payments: Sept7 Labor Day
If you utilize direct deposit, your pension payments will be deposited into your account Oct 9 Office closed at Noon
by the last business day of the month. However, if you receive your payment by check, Oct12 Columbus Day
it will be mailed from our bank in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on the third business Nov 11 Veterans Day
day before the end of the month. This process takes place according to the following Nov 25 Office closed at Noon
schedule, established by our custodial bank: Nov 26 Thanksgiving Day
Nov 27 Day after Thanksgiving
Month Mail Date
August 2009 08/27/2009
September 2009 09/28/2009 Other Dates to Know
October 2009 10/28/2009
November 2009 11/25/2009 Sept 29 Retiree Coffee
December 2009 12/29/2009 Dec4 Retiree Christmas Party
Aug 26 Retirement Matters
If you are currently receiving pension checks through the mail, we urge you to sign up seminar for retirees and
for direct deposit now to be assured of having your money available when you need it. survivor beneficiaries
Just call the Fund at 281-372-5100 or 800-666-9737 and ask for a Member Services
Representative.

Remember, direct deposit forms must be received by the 10th of the month in order for
pension payments to be deposited in your bank account at the end of that month.



Annual Supplemental Benefit

The annual supplemental benefit will be distributed in mid-January,
2010. This benefit was established in 1998 as a supplement to the
annual pension benefits of retired firefighters and eligible survivors.
The primary focus was to bring the annual pension total up
to at least a federal poverty level guideline for those who had
been retired for a long period of time, and who receive a small
monthly pension.

The aggregate total of this benefit is $5 million, and is distributed
each January. This benefit is calculated annually using monthly
pension amounts payable to all retirees and survivors who received
service or disability retirement pensions as of June 30 of the
previous year. It is payable to those who remain eligible to receive
the benefit (or to their eligible survivors, as defined by the Fund’s
statute) on the distribution date.

There are multiple factors in the calculation of this benefit that
can affect individual amounts. Each individual’s portion of the
$5 million aggregate distribution is determined by two factors:

(1) The number of years since their retirement date (compared to
the total years since retirement for all pensioners); and
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The Houston Firefighters’
Relief and Retirement Fund
4225 Interwood North Parkway
Houston, Texas 77032-3866

Captain James Harlow
and Firefighter Damion Hobbs

(2) The amount of their gross annual benefit in comparison to a
minimum gross annual benefit level (the poverty level guideline
referred to above, which is $26,000 for January 2010), as outlined
in Section 10A(c) of the Statute.

In general, the longer an individual has been receiving a benefit
from the Fund, and the further they are away from meeting that
minimum gross annual benefit, the larger their payment. On the
other hand, the more recently their pension became effective, the
less their payment is in relation to the whole $5 million.

Since the poverty level guideline will increase from $25,000
(used in the calculations in January 2009) to $26,000 in January
2010, benefit recipients who are near or over the poverty level
guideline may receive a smaller annual supplemental benefit than
they received in January 2009. Conversely, those who receive an
annual retirement benefit substantially less than $26,000 may
receive a larger annual supplemental benefit than they received in

January 2009.
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